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READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

‘Wirite its dark blue or black pen on both sides of the Answer Paper.
Do not use staples, paper clips, Ahighlighters, glue or comreciion fluid.

Wiite your nama, class and index number on all the work you hand in.

Answer both Section One and Section Two on the sepaiate Answer Paper provided.
Atthe end of the examination, fasten afl your work securely together.

This Question Paper censists of 3 printed pages including the cover page.
[ Tum over ' :

Downloaded from Singakids.com



Sectxon One [ -30 marks ]

You are adwsed to wnte between 350 and 500 words on ONE ONE of the followurg topics.

At the head of your eomposiﬁon write the number of the topic you have chosen.

Old people are living in their ime and cannot advise us. Do you agree?
Write about the challenges yourcountry will face in the next decade.
Describe the lsights, sounds and actlvmes :experienced while travelling on the bus.

Influence.

[ Turn over

o]
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Section Two [ 30 marks |

" You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section. -

You should read th¢ information carefully and plan your answer before beginning to
write. '

e SUNp U f——mmeam f_— e e e e e —— R e et

You are the Chairman of your Ctass Committee. Your class r selected and suc
completed one of the Victoria Challenges below and was awarded ‘The Best Victoria Challenge
2007 Awand® for the Upper Secondary level.

- Suqgested Challenges for Victoria Challenge 2007

* Engaging in a business enterprise to providé

Victoria Challenge for Causes ' service or sell things to raise funds
: * Need to identify a worthy cause
Activities to be carried outin schoof as well as
outside
*  Seif-funded

* No restriction of amount of money to be raised

o ' ; * Engaging in activities that preserve or profect
Victeria Challenge for the Environnient theenvionment
o * To be done in co-ordination with the School
Environment Club
* Activities to be carried out on weekends
¢ 50% funding by National Environment Agency
Must involve at least 2 activities
. N S ok
- : * Engaging in a group activity that involves
Victoria Challenge for Personal Growth - creativity, endurance or resifiency v -
. Need to specify objectives of activity
Activily {o be cairied out over a'24hour period -
Setf-funded Toene T
Every member must be actively involved

¢ o o o

Write a report for yoiir school's newsletter, Victoriana, describing your class’s challehge

and explaining in detail how everyone benefited from this experience. Give your report an
appropriate title. . o ‘
- Your report should also include why your ciass chose this challenge instead of the other

suggested challenges, the main difficulty your class encountered and what all of you did
to overcome this difficuity.

Set your report out coriectly, in clear, aceurate English, and use an appropriate tone to show
how this challenge has been a worthwhile experience aithough it was difficult and N
challenging.

End of Paper
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Paper 2 Comprehension
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READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Wiite in dark blue or black pen on both sides of the Answer Paper.
Do not use sta{'ﬂes’, paper clips, highlighters, glue or comrection fluid.
Wiite your name, class and REGISTER NUMBER in the spaces provided on the Answer Paper.
Answer ALL questions.

Leave a space of ONE fine between your answers to EACH PART of a quesiion, e.g. between
1(a) and 1(b). :

-‘Leave a space of at Jeas'LTHREE lines after your éompleled answer to each WHOLE question.
At the end of the examination, fasten-ai_ll_yo;ur work Securely together with the STRING provided-
The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or part question.
Mistakes in spelling, punctuation and grammar may be penalised in any part of the paper.

This doa;tﬁe}nt consists of 7 printed pages including the cover page.
- - [Turn Over
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Read Paséage_A- and Passage B and then anS\;ve_: the questions Wi’liCh are printed

in the Question Paper.

~PassageA”

1 lnﬂ\eniddleofmeoldGrawdTnui(RoadatenuesitsunderaPeepid,an 1
Indian fig tree. The surromdingtiglmayisbeingwidenedtofowlanes.and

-soon will be removed. Kafi, -Hindu goddess of destruction, .thinks otherwise.:
- They have tried to convince Kali that the tree and temple devoted 6 her mast s
go, but they have -failed. She is angry, say the colourfully ‘garbed .women
- .massing in the holy tree's dappled shade. As evidence, they point to one
woman's. newly ‘pockmarked face and other - mysterious  ailments “recently . :
visited on their neaiby village.. Now they have no. choice but to .oppose the. e
- rermoval, 160, even jf they must block the road todoit. .-~ . N - 10 -

2 Goddess.versus <ma£'|-. superstition versus ‘Progress, the people versus -the

- state --mile by- mile, India s struggling. to modernize -its national- highway
syStem. The romance of India's railroad,- meanwhile, could not obscure the -
reality of a badly aging system. Over time, miore:and more traffic shited to the
‘roads, despite their -choked, potholed state. ‘Driving in India has meant more 15

‘necessitating braking for sacred cows, camel carts,

conversational-knots, tractors-and women balancing bundies of wood on their

heads. ‘As a:esult, the Indian govemment: has:beégun- a. 15-year project-to - e
- widen and. pave 'some 40,000 miles of nairow, decrepit national highways. It CoE

amounts to the most ambitious infrastructure projéct since independence in- 20

1947..

3 The new highway is certain to_jump-start ‘India's economic competitiveness. -
: More jagged than.geometric, the four- and six-lane quadriiateral's 3,625 miles
run through 13 states and India's four largest cities: New Delhi, Calcutta,
Chennai and Mumbai: The highway is a conspiratorfor the forces moulding the 25
new_India; frenzied new consume seen by ever-flashier cars, leaving

PRty

* . hullock carts in the dust, and the challenge to the village as the centre of Indian
life, such as when farmers' sons make a begline forisweilina difies. if the
highway was enabling the middle class fo travel out of cities, it was also -
encouraging the poor to migrate in. - 30

4 For a nation inured to inefficiency, the improved interstate saves time - for
Kailash Pandey, a milk-seller, one-third off a 90-minute commute to market; for
Imtiaz Ali, 15, half off the bike ride to school; and haif off the travel time for
Sarjeet Singh, atrucker. These micro gains make for macro benefit; some $1.5

billion a year in savings on everything from fue : 35

Nationalists also hope the highway will further unite a country that is home to

22 official languages, the world's major religions, a host of separatist

movements, and 35 union territories and states.

S But that nation's people had their own opinions, pienty of them. Jruckers went

on strike agqaij

lis. Citizens blocked the highway, stopped 40

construction and staged hunger stikes to demand ‘underpasses, overpasses
and cattle crossings. Sometimes they won, sometimes they lost, but their point
was made. Highway officials say future projects are being designed with far

2
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iﬂ_orﬂ_lgcal_‘mput_— an_accountabﬂitxlhatmay_giyeJndia'x‘Ilnng:tenn_edge_Qyﬁ

_duthoritarian China. it is conceded that China's system has its own price, but 45 _
of India's experience, ‘So manv. constraints are there in a democratic society.’

6 The never-ending process of ab_qgil_jng the land along the highway - 20,574
acres - has delayed the project more than anything else. Once scheduled {c ve
ﬁrﬁshedinDeoemberzoos.meﬁgtmayissome three vears behind. The
govemment has the power of eminent domain, hut it must copoensate foctand. S0
Jakea,-relyingonumbetsomérég‘maﬁomam a.revolving door of local
officials. Land and home here are primal possessions - a tie {0 ancestral roots

institutions that fined the highway. C i or 55
new refigious structures had been hastily nailed together act

compeﬁsétion for their moving. The process of land acquisition has left bruised
feelings,-reflecting the distance between impoverished; often illiterate citizens .
and an administration whose structure and attitude can seem frozen in colonial 60
amber. - ~ oL . -

7 India's highway now juxtaposes pre- and post-industrial societies: c-it?zéns who
ive on dirt floors without electricity and others who live like 21 st-century -

Americans, only with mére servants. The highway throws these two Indias into
 jaming proximity. The new highway, then,-is nothing short of tadical, which -85

rarely rise above two. stories and women still cook with buffalo dung. The
highway is smooth; wide, flat" aiid, yet, incongrudus: an ambitious road amid
still-humble architecture, a thoroughfare from this century amid scenery froma - 70
previous one. To dive it is to gain momentum, fo not want to stop, and not-

75

Adapted from India‘s superhighway to the 21st century, Amy Waldman
_The New York Times, Sunday, December -

Passage B - -

1 The 10-ton, top-heavy, psychedelic-painted, hom-blasting Tata truck is the 1
dominant vehicle of commerce on India's Grand Trunk Road. There are so
many of them because in India's post-independence, Nehruvian socialist
economy, cosy collaboration between” state economic planpers and. family

"~ monopoly businesses _prodiiced a one-size-fits-all approach to industdal 5
design. Thatis changing now as India adapts to a world driven increasingly by
free-market imperatives. But the Tata trucks remain, caroming down thé unit, -
“unlined. occasionally_undivided _Grand Trunk with the sort of fevered
recklessness that seems so often to arise in societies where poor people are
suddenly tantalized by the prospect of becoming rich, They think that the road 10
really beiongs to them.
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2 The Grand Trunk looms in"subcontinental minds on a scale comparable to the
Himalayas or the River Ganges, not least because it has been around for

his horn to.overtake cows, taxis, camel carts, bicydes; motorcydlés, three: 25
wheeled mclorized rickshaws, water buffalo, dogs, Maruti econotny cars and
pedestrians. Roadside. restaurants .with illicit bars and brothels attached -
flashed past. The objects, animals, and pecpls meandered backward, forward, -
and sideways in what seemed a continuous choreographed dance_of near-
miss.- Not only did the truck have no seat-belts: it:had no doors, so we. leaned 30
to and fro in the rushing air; grippirg our seats through-the road's‘many sharo
bends.- Eucalyptus, . industrial - effluent, buming dung, Spicés, and incense -
assadlted our nostrils.  : - T . - .

4 Hunchied.over the'steering \vheel‘\;vith‘ hooded eyes, Bhaja‘r‘;'spokeslacoﬁi'éally )
about his past. Descended from. fatmers.and soldiers, he was boma Jat Sikh, 35
oneof an unruly subset of india‘s minority.Skkh-religious group. I rural Punjab . _

- where--he .was .raised, his- status “Was ordained by - his--caste: buthis:

opportunities were defined by modernity. After.dropping out-of. high sehiboi; Hie ™ -

took to drucking because the money-was:good: Nowhe way indeperident, every « -
upwarily robite. Hs wore a:sHiny’ gold-watch. - Yet. b‘y*nt‘)‘“’mé‘at@s"zféﬁlt_tfﬁe" 40
abandon. the identity. of birth: Or tha road; to avoid persecitiornt by "Hindu -
activists or other rivals, Bhajan sleeps and eats only at dhabas, ortruck stops, -
owned and managed by feflow members of his clan.

6 you fun over a person,” Bhajan told me as he weaved through the swarms of >
- traders, pedestrians, and éommuters who crowd the road's thin, dirt shoulders, 55
‘the best thing'to do is t6 run away. Drive to the nearest police station and turn
yourself in. -Lock yourself in jail. If you stay at the scene of an accident, people
will burnthe fruck'and beat you to death, especially if if is a child that has been
hit. If you strike a cow, they might or might not attack. As for pigs and dogs,

4
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nobodybaﬂiers.Younﬁghthave topayoompetmtiqnﬂnugh.f ~ 60

On theG;and de; ;?oad. everything is

"7 “There are 'no hard. d-and-fast rules:
open to negotiation. .

Adapted&an??wﬂoadT&ken;SleveCol
lssue.Momedones

Answer all the questions which follow below.

You are recommended to answer the questions in the order set.

Mistakes in speiling, punctuation and grammar may be penalised in any part of the
paper. -

NOTE: When a question aék_s you to answer in your own words, YOU MUST NOT
COPY THE WORDS IN THE PASSAGE IN YOUR ANSWER. -

~

From Passage A:
" From paragraph 1:

1 Whydo the villagers oppose the widening of the highway? 11

From paragraph 2:

2 The author states that lndia’§ railroad. ‘could not obscure the reality of.a badly
aging system.’ Explain in yoiir own words what this phrase means. 21

From paragraph 3:

3 What two evidence show that the highway is ‘a conspirator for the farces
mouldina the new India'? o (2]

From paragraph 5:
more local input. (1]

From paragraph 6:

S  Wiite down the word -which best describes the ‘never-ending prbcess‘ of
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acquiding the land along the highway. E | (1]

6 Whatevudencesugg&sts matthelowlswigotoaﬂlengmsto benefit further
from the building of the highway? 1]

From paragraph 7:

7 ‘The highway throws these two Indias into i jamng proxnmlty Exnlam in your
own words what is meant by the phrase ‘jarring proximity’. {1]

8 Explaln i your own words what the author means by a vamshmg stunt that
may portend things to come’. . L (2]

From Passage B

~~

From paragraph 1:

9 In your own words, why are there so many sxmllar T‘eta trucks on the Grand .
Trunk? ) : 12]

10 Why does the authof say that the Tata truckers drove with ‘fevered

© recklessness'? R )

From paragraph 2:

11 The author compares the Grand Trunk with River Ganges. In your own
words, explain in what way they are different. o 1

From paragraph 3: . _

12 Why do you think Bhajan Singh blasted his horn when overtaking? [1]

13  Apart from the ‘near-miss’, in what other way, according to the author, was the
road to Calcutta a dangerous one? {1}

From paragraph 4:
14 Wiite one word which tells us that Bhajan’s identity of birth is fated. {1}
From paragraph 5:

15 In your own words, explain how Bhajan’s incentive-bonus plan works. (2]
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C 47

From Passages A and B: - o

For each of the following wordsorphras&s.gweonewordaéhodplvase(of

not more than seven words) wlich has the same meaning that the word or

..phtase has in the passage. .
From Passage A: From Passage B:
1. authoritarian (line 45) 3. driven (Bne 6)
2. incongruous (line 69) 4. tantalize (kne 10)
5. looms (tine 12)

From Passage A

Using your own words as far as possible, summarse the effects and
obstadles of buildina the_national highwayv in India, - '

USE ONLY THE MATERIAL IN PASSAGE A FROM PARAGRAPHS 3,4,5
and 6. 4 : :

£

Your summary, which must be in continuous writing (not note form), must not

be longer than 150 words, (not counting the words given to help you begin.). .. . --

Begin your summary as follows: Building the national highway in India brings
along many benefits ...

END OF PAPER

Downloaded from SingaKids.com

(251



Answer Sheets
Victoria School Paper 2 2009

Passage A

Q1 Villagers opposeh -iwdemngo ' ] @:-ﬁ'

[essway as they beheve that Kali, the
"“ie is devoted to, is unhappy.

uate and include $tick JEh ‘ ;
a%@a%} onal ways,

‘«k«\vg e

Q5.
Q6.

Q7.

Q8.

the Indian socwty ‘____as going to undertak
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Answer Sheets
Victoria School Paper 2 2009

Passage B

Q9. Thereare war

the couiifiy
i:supplier of such trucks was commissioned by the govermnent o supply thls
tmusgmatm ,,,needs of the growing nation. a8

Ql6. 1) Exerc:smg complete centrol
1) Out of place '
111) Strove
1v) Tease by keeping somethmg desxrable out of reach
V) Appears mdlstmctly
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'Vlctona School Paper2 2”0#(77

the p ogress f hlghv;ay eonstructlon
g attemptmg to benefit from the relocanon wo;ks by hurried
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