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Section A: Literary Response — Romeo and Juliet (10 marks)
(You are advised to spend about 30 minutes on this section.)

Rt:ead the excerpt carefully and anéwer the questions that follow.

\.7

Excerpt 1 ' ) -

o Prince: This letter doth make good the friar's words,
- Their course of love, the ﬁdings of her death;
And.-here he writes that he did buy a poison
Of a poor ‘pothecary, and therewithal
‘Came to this-vault to die, and lie with Juliet.
‘Where be these enemies? Capulet, Montague,
See what a scourge is laid upon your hate,
That heaven finds means to kifl your joys with love.
And 1 for winking at your discords too . ~
Have lost a brace of kinsmen; all are punished.

1. “All are punished”. In view of this quote by Prince,
i.  choose one character who is punished, and
i. state why he/she is responsible for what hefshe did and is therefore deserving of this
punishment. ' ’
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Section B: Reading Comprehension and Response (30 marks)
Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

- 1. - Home-schooling'is today, ’Becoming more-and more popular in Britain with many. parents
making the decision -of educating their children at home rather than sending them to a
state-school. On top of that, computer technology has played an empowering and influential
role in making home-education so much more feasible than it was in the past. Today, more
and rore parents rely heavily, though not corhpleteiy, on it for their children’s learning and 5
developnient.

2. The public perception is still that home-educated children are out of the ordinary. One
shining example woiild be the precocious person of Ruth Lawrence who entered Oxford at
the age of 12. She was in her younger years, intensively coached at home by her father.

3. Claire, a parent, educates her two children at home. “I know that home educated children 10
are seen as slightly odd as they might not seem to get much of socialisation,” she admits, “but
I do not worry about it at all as my children play with other children of all ages all the time.
Another parent, by the name of Katherine Thomas agrees. Her son Eliot once studied in a
state school but is now educated at home. She affirms, “l am led by Eliot. We talk about ‘what
he wants to talk about and | answer all his qdesﬁons. If it's a nice day, we go to the library of 15
park. Several times a month, we gettogether with other home-schooling families and organize
big outings, such as to the Museum of Science and Industry.”

4. Children like Eliot are fiercely independent and tend to arrange their own day. Spending
his time on the Internet and enriching himself with his CD-ROMs are but day to day activities
for Eliot. Research has shown that home-educated children are usually two years ahead of 20
those at school. They also have greater self-confidence and have better social skills at
dealing with peopie.of all ages.

5. “School,” says Professor of Education Roland Melghan "creates a more hostile leamlng

_ and teaching environment for both students and teachers. Children are being pushed through o

. the National Curriculum and- compulsary. testing, They re oppressed by the system which 25 .
~ doesn't’ encourage them to- expand and develop What is on ‘offer in our present state school =
system is invalid and children are being damaged init”

6. On the other hand, UniversityE of Exeter's Ted Wragg states that “sending children to
school is far more than just filling their heads with facts. Schools offer specialist facilities such
as gyms, labs and game fields. Good teachers mean that children are being taught by a 30
professional specialist. School is vital for a child's social developmeni, and there are also
out-of-school activities which develop them.”

7. While most agree that home-educated learners make more active and independent
leamers than school-educated ones as they are able to follow their own interests; the
overriding contention remains. how will home-educated children cope with the world once 35

they move out of their comforiable, private learning environment and will they ever really fitin?
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From paragraph 1 ' .
1. How is home education made more feasible today’7 {1

From paragraph 2

2. How is Ruth “out of the ordinary™? : 1

From paragraph 3 _ -

3. (a) What is one problem-of home education that Claure talks about? . 11 z..
(b) How is this problem:solved by Kathenne'? . ) - ]

From paragraph 5

4. (a) Give any two reasons why Meighan is opposed to staté education. | 2]
(b)"What is the word that Meighan uses that defines state education as being 1]
‘inadequate? -

From paragraph 6
5. Give one reason why Wragg says that school education is necessary. | 1 -

From paragraph 7 .
6. What do you think the phrase coge with the world means7 21

From the entire passage ‘
7. Explaln the followmg in a word or phrase. ) {5]
(a) empowering (fine 3)
(b) precaocious (line 8)
(c) intensively (line 9)
(d) hostile (line 23)
(e) oppressed (line 25)

Reader Response
8. Use one’ example from the passage and together Wlth your own expenence [15]
state whether or not you think home edutation is better than school education.

" Your answer shqdfd be ap-prdxirriately 200 — 250 words.

END OF PAPER : . . ¢
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7 (zi.)"ﬁ‘empowering (line 3): enabling
(b) precocious:(line 8): extmordmary
{c) mtensnvely (line 9): ngorously
" (d) hostile (line 23): harsh :

(e) oppressed (line 25): restricted

8.
Argument 1: School education is better than home education.
Points to consider:

- Professionals are available to attend to children.

- Aids in social development as students are grouped into classes which can
develop their socialising skills as they can interact with each other.
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- Out-of-school activities such as co-curricular activities, provides a different

learning environment.
- Enrichment activities can help to nurture students to become all-rounders.

- Planned time-table ensures leaming through a focused routine.
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